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Clifton Brown of the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, with Alice Graf, in Maurice Béjart’s “Firebird.”

Dancer of the Moment:

A Man for the Ailey Season

By JENNIFER DUNNING

Clifton Brown was 4 when his grand-
mother decided that formal physical ex-
ercise would cheer him up after his play-
mates, all older cousins, deserted him
for school. She gave this clumsy grand-
child two options: karate classes or the
Take 5 Dance Academy next door in his
hometown, Goodyear, Ariz.

Luckily, he chose dance. This season
Mr. Brown, now 27, has emerged as one
of the most gifted members of the Alvin
Ailey American Dance Theater, stand-
ing out for his quietly powerful virtuoso
technique and the lyrical grace and
translucent inwardness of his perform-

ances. In the concluding days of the
Ailey season at City Center, he will be
seen in many of his current roles.

Mr. Brown is a thoughtful, analytical
talker, and unsurprisingly seems most
comfortable in roles that do not require
larger-than-life acting. But he does cher-
ish Robert Battle's “Unfold,” a short but
voluptuous love duet he is to dance on
Monday with Linda Celeste Sims.

“It was almost hard to grasp,” he said
quietly. “New love. Beautiful, but then
gone, In the moment, so you have to
seize the moment before it’s gone.”

In Maurice Béjart's “Firebird,” for
which he will dance the title role on

Monday night, he began to learn how to
carry a ballet as a very visible lead char-

acter. Also on Monday, Mr. Brown will

be seen as the sheriff in an excerpt from
Frederick Earl Mosley's new “Saddle
up!”

“The piece is so different than much
of what we do in the rep,” Mr. Brown
said. “It feels good to do something peo-
ple might not expect but enjoy anyway."

“It’s fun playing that young, opti-
mistic, do-gooder sheriff,” he continued.
“It's so far from that menacing drug
pusher character in ‘Flowers,’ for exam-
ple,” referring to another Ailey piece he

Continued on Page 12
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A young Ailey dancer
emerges from the ranks to
take center stage.
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