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LIFESTYLE

Dance camp inspires Miami children

By RENEE MICHELLE HARRIS

MIAMI — AileyCamp, named for the
country's most famous African-American
dancer, offers inner-city children instruc-
tion on creative movement and a great
deal more.

Founded by the late Alvin Ailey and
the Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey in
1989, the camp is celebrating its twentieth
year of using dance as an instrument from
which youth not only learn to move better,
but also to feel better about who they are.

The Adrienne Arsht Center for the
Performing Arts of Miami-Dade County

' partnered with the AileyCamp to bring
the renowned swmmer program to the
" center, its first time in Miami.
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By RENEE MICHELLE HARRIS

MIAMI — AileyCamp, named for the
country’s most famous Micw-Mericw
dancer, offers inner-city children instruc-
tion on creative movement and a great
deal more.

Founded by the late Alvin Ailey and
the Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey in
1989, the camp is celebrating its twentieth
year of using dance as an instrument from
which youth not only learn to move better,
but also to feel better about who they are.

The Adrienne Arsht Center for the
Performing Arts of Miami-Dade County
partmered with the AileyCamp to bring
the renowned summer program to the
center, its first time In Miami.

R ""Continued on page 6B

Eighty-five fortunate
Miami-Dade youth had the op-
portunity to spend four weeks
with world-class instructors who
taught African dance, ballet, tap
and modern dance. which cul-
minated in a performance on
Saturday, Aug. 8 at the Arsht
Center.

M. John Richard, the Arsht
Centers president and CEOQ,
was on hand for Saturday's per-
formance at the Knight Concert
Hall and had a bird’s eye view of
the performers before, during
and after the show.

“Their eye balls were big-
ger than silver dollars. [Prior to
the show,] I had the chance to
high-five 85 kids, and it was
amazing. As soon as they
walked onto the stage, all of
what they had learned over the
four weeks seemed to come to-
gether immediately,” Richard
told the South Florida Times dur-
ing a telephone interview.

The evening, Richard said.
was an incredible night for
everyone involved: “I mean the
leaders from Alvin Ailey, the
teaching faculty, the guidance
counselor and most importantly
the parents.”

At 1.200 strong. Richard
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sald. attendees set an Ailey-
Camp record by tripling the
number of people who came to
a showcase performance of any
other AileyCamp in the nation.

On July 29, AileyCamp
Miami, the eleventh in the coun-
try. opened its doors to parents
and the media for lunch and a
tour that provided an up-close-
and-personal view of what the
multifaceted program offers.

In a firm, yet cndearing
voice, dance instructor Luctricia
Welters guided a class of stu-
dents with dance instruction that
was also apropos for life. Her di-
rective to “move without apol-
ogy” was reinforced by her
demonstration of moving grace-
fully across the floor, head held
high. back straight, and arms
flowing naturally at her side.

In addition to the dance in-
struction, each day included
classes in personal develop-
ment and creative corununica-
tion. Topics of discussion
during the personal develop-
ment classes include goal set-
ting, self-government, nutritjon,
conflict/resolution, career de-
velopment and self-image.

AileyCamp's national di-
rector, Nasha Thomas-Schmitt,
was in town during the open
house to meet parents and re-
connect with youth whom she
met weeks prior during admus-
slon interviews.

The 47-year old former
principal dancer for the Ailey
Company said the program is
about far more than teaching
children to dance. She said the
lessons learned in each of the
classes are adaptable to real life.
Watching the students bloom.
absorbing lessons that will last
their lifetime is what the experi-
ence is all about, Thomas-
Schmitt shared.

When the opportunity for
bringing the program to Miami
presented itself, Thomas-
Schmitt and Deanna Acosta. di-
rector of outreach at the Arsht
Center, went to work to make it
happen - in four months - in-
stead of the usual two-year plan-
ning and implementation
period for new camps.

Richard said collaborations
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like this are “what arts centers
should be about”" He said inclu-
slon and cxposure are impor-
tant, “but just to participate and
just to learn how to dance is not
enough”

The relationship with the
Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater, he said, takes it to an-
other level.

He explained, “The idea of
this is not to create world-class
dancers, but to infuse young
people with a spirit of discipline,
self-esteem, and a sense of pur-
pose and can-do,” which he said
was in great supply at Saturday’s
performance.

“The way that this mani-
fested itself onstage, was the
spoken word affirmations of all
of the dancers during the recital
in which they each wrote their
own poetry and performed it to
movement,” Richard said.

And if a successful camp
and splendid performance
were not enough, Richard said
he had the pleasure of sharing a
special surprise with the
campers, their parents and
guardians following Saturday'’s
show.

“We found out onFriday,an
anonymous Spansor is paying
for their tickets to attend the
performance of The Color Pur-
ple when it comes October and
November,” he said.

RMHarris1§@Aol.com

For more information, log
onto www.arshtcenter.org.
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Pictured above, from left to right, are Deanna Acosta, director of outreach for the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts;

John Richard. the Arsht's Center's president and CEQ: Heather McCartney: and Nasha Thomas-Schmitt, director of arts in educa-
tion for the Arsht Center.
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