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Battle says memories infuse Ailey ‘Awakening” -

LAURA MoLzAHN
Dance Card

Robert Battle, artistic director
of Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater since 2011, is hesitant to
ﬂ;d;nitﬂnthhﬁmnewworkﬁr

company, “Awakening
might be just a tiny bit autobjo-
U‘Pﬁml‘ldommtom

Ailey — “the man, not the leg-
end," says Battle, who now real-
izes how “difficult but

it must have been for Ailey to
start the company in 1958. “It
was his calling I feel this is my

Presidential
m Ob(;‘::: ?um:u
ident I was thinki
of the shoulders he's standing on,
ManianherKJmmdothas
who fought for civil rights. That's
something that's been really in
my heart”

“Asrmwgcrhingtbedm
it’s evolving for me” says Battle.
ing different things” In

d)ouriou(mlm)d:atyuu
experienced in Liberty City"
ing it as one of
Mm'he slmtlyafterd:enminhe
says, T was driving with my
great-uncle, who I knew as my
dad, and I remember seeing this
Michelin tires store, which we

would always - one of
those bi h but for

ever saw, with one of those

Wdzeligmmonmp.lmfud-

nated by it, ; B,
“The building was on fire”
says. “And what I remember is
was putting the fire out.
Now, when I was a kid — it feels
like ‘true confession’ here — I
wanted to be a fireman. Every
year, they'd give me a fire truck.
éﬁ;dmbodywupmﬁngomﬂm
says, “Things come out in the
studio, in the creative process,
that lie in our subconscious.”
What was it like to be in the

were
50 behind me, wanting it to
Pcn.mdowell.ltwasmﬂyh:p.
wonderful feeling. I almost feel
bad for the audience that they

PAUL KOLNIK
“Awakening" s a new work from Robert Battle, artistic director of Alvin Alley American Dance Theater.

the music Battle used, composed
inﬂmeenlymm—:hndnaﬂ\im

Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater
When: 7:30 p.m. March 8-11,

2 and 8 p.m. March 12,
3p.m. March13

Where: Auditorium Theatre,
50 E, Congress Parkway

Tickets: $33-3103 at 312-341-
2300 or auditorlumtheatre.org

to do with the war," Battle says.
“But I heard overtones of the
war." Mentioning the Black Lives |
Matter and Up, Don't
e i

s ece
relates to what's happeningin
the world now. There's !
cide.ﬂmﬂstilltheperﬂofw :
tred and ignorance

Also new to Chicago are Ron-
ald K. Brown’s “Open Door;” set
to Afro-Latin jazz, and Rennie
Harris' " oc‘;s,'mmml
and house music.

.

Also coming up .
Lucky Plush Productions: :
the forces of evil in Julia Rhoads’
new"mpdnl.ighthnm'.
The of ip® 7:30
b
ter, 20S E. St, $10
at 312-334-7777 or harristheater

evening-length
“Hush" features six characters,
derived from real-life interviews, -
in a rundown bar. Mature con-
tent. 7:30 p.m. March 10-12 at
Dance Center of Columbia Col-

, 1306 S, Michigan Ave, $30at
312-369-8330 or colum.edu/ )
dancecenter

Laura Molzahn is a freelance
critic.
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