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AN N \ ) ) iii the last five years, the Alvin Ailey

/\ I \ l [ | A ' I I ! I I QU | I Ainerican Dance Theater’s annual perfor-

) ) ( mances have become a highlight for

LEADIE R EE R ENS dance and performing arts lovers. But for

growilig numbers of Miami-Dade school-

CONNECILHIONS 10 children and aspiring young artists, the

troupe has become some-

HIS HOME OWN | thing more: a source of

; cuo | pride, inspiration and

4" | hope as the company

YT A i builds its connections to

; y That is largely due to

" | artistic director Robert

BATTLE Battle, a graduate of New

World School of the Arts

raised in Liberty City, who is strengthen-

ing connections between the world-fa-

mious troupe he began leading in 2011 and

the city that, in many ways, still drives and
mnspires hiim

it feels so cathartic when we're there
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MARICE COHN BAND/MIAMI HERALD STAFF

TEACHING MOMENTS: Nasha

- ThomassSehmitt; above right; leads
aworkshop at Charles R. Drew
Middle School, Top photo, Taelor

PAUL KOLNIK 1 Dalton, 13, works with her group.

PRECISION: Jamar Réberts in ‘From Before Choreography’ by Garth Fagan.







