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Michael McBride and Samuel Roberts both joined Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in June 2009, but they were at 

very different points in their careers: McBride was just finishing his junior year in the Ailey/Fordham BFA program, 

while Roberts was already 10 years into his career. They were paired as roommates on their first domestic tour with the 

company, yet they rarely spent time together, leading very separate social lives during their time off.  

 

It wasn't until two years later that they started to bond over the TV show Brothers and Sisters. Although one thing led to 

the next, the two kept their romantic relationship private from the company for another year.  

 

But it's definitely not a secret anymore.  

 

When the couple sat down for dinner at their favorite local restaurant in January, McBride had no idea what was in store. 

For almost a year, Roberts had plotted and choreographed a surprise proposal with over 40 friends and family, a world-

class flash mob with dancers from both Ailey and Paul Taylor Dance Company.  

 

Maybe if he had known, McBride says would have taken Roberts up on his suggestion to change out of his "mom jeans 

and sweatshirt"! 

 

 
Watch video here: 

http://www.dancemagazine.com/when-two-ailey-dancers-get-engaged-of-course-there-are-professional-ba-

2404644366.html 
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