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By Kharisma Mdlwaine and how its folded into Black culture. I think alot  Ailey), I'm really able to do thar,” he said. “Tmableto ~ “Its definitdy not whar I expected,
Pitsburgh native James Gilmer  of comfort came when we were able to start doing  take what some of my co-workers doand physicalize  but I am just grateful © have a carcer
always had a love for the arts. Grow-  rehearsals and be reunited in the same space, hear  itinaway that Thaventbeen able todo inother spac-  that I can be proud of and spaces like
ing up in a family thar was musically  whar theyve been going through and commiserate  es. Body types have been different, and so have per-  Ailey to do what I love with such in-
and artistically indined sparked an  with other Black artists” sonal strengths. Here, Fm able to trust my coworkers.  aredibly talented heardelr ardiss. Its
interest in dance at an cary age. His really sucha gift”
parents began cultivating his love for The biggest gift for most per-
dance by putting him in a balket and forming artists is performing itsclf.
ap sampler chass ar the Lamy Cervi Gilmer shared his excitement about
School of dance when he was just five “I’ve always wanted to working with the Alvin Ailey Ameri-
years old. Gilmer went on © recdive do ballet an Dance Theater at the Kimmd
a scholarship 10 attend the Pinburgh on stage, Py
Ballet Theatre School when he was 8 but do"ngitin thismy “We had a season here in New
years old. Z York that lasted two weeks, before the
Afier graduating high school, he 15 r@allly what I've always wave of omicon, which was eally
was accepted into the second compa- : real here,” he said. “Irll be our first per-
ny at the Cincinnati Ballet and joined beena.ftervs' do'ngmore formance since those cancdlations,
the main company shordy hereafier.  tradiitional story ballet.” which is really exciting, T excited ©
Eventually he went on to dance with go back to Philaddphia I performed
ODC Dance Company in San Fran- there once when I was 13 or 14 ~ |
disco before landing his dream job in was really young, just starting out. It
New York. In 2019, Gilmer became was my first tour and my fisst time
amember of the prestigious Alvin Ai- performing  anywhere outside of
ley American Dance Theater. Gilmer Pitsburgh. I'm really looking forward
spoke with the SUN about his jour- wit”
ney in the world of dance, his dream Those attending the perfor-
job with the Alin Ailey American mances at the Kimmd Cultural
Dance Theater and the Alvin Ailey Campus can book forward t© a num-
American Dance Theater's upcoming ber of picces, induding Gilmers per-
performance at the Kimmd Center sonal favorite, the fall section from
Cultural Campus. “The River” —a quartet for four men
Gilmer landed his dream job just where they cach have a variation.
a year before COVID-19 ook its toll “Were doing some of our direc-
on the world and shut down live per- wr Robert Batde’s repertoire, as well
working though the drastic changes Abvin Alley himsdf” he said. “Both
“Ttwas definitdy nothing short of performances. 1 beieve Sarurdays

ridiculous” Gilmer said. “I remember
thinking when | first gor this job, wow
Ididit.... lefs sce how this goes. I'went
ontheinternational tourwith the com-
pany for four weeks and performed in
one scason here before we were on the
tour around the country when the
pandemic started. I didnlt really believe
what was going on and I didnk really
understand but I was in pretty strong
relationship t dance — it always been
a huge part of my life and my passion.
Its akso been something thats been a
real sense of pride with contributing to
aulture. . . how dance supports culture

)
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As an Affican American male dancer in a fidd
that does not always wecome diversity, Gilmer also
shared some additional obstakes he has faced.

“One of the biggest differences in my journey
up until this point is not really being able to look
around and see so [many who) really resemble you
or remind you of yourself, whereas here (with Alvin
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feedbadk, because they have an understanding of
what it like ©0 have a bigger frame, longer legs and
things that arent as easily found in other ballet com-
panies. Ailey is really special because (what I've found
here) is not found in most companies anywhere”

“I foel super privikeged to be here, and its really
somephace ['ve always wanted to be,” Gilmer added.

program will also honor Duke E-
Friday and Sunday also incude “Rev-
dations” I've always wanted to do bal-
let on stage, but doing it in this way
is really what I've always been affer vs.
doing more traditional story ballet.”
Be sure to follow James as his
dance joumney continues t blossom
on Instagam @amesagilmer The
ater engagement will ke place at the
Kimmd Cultural Campus, from Jan-
uary 28-30. To find out more details

Watch the full Philadelphia “Sun Spotlight” Interview with James Gilmer here.
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