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On Thursday, June 24, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater held its annual Ailey Spring Gala—this year a tribute to 
Washington, D.C. that drew guests including Michelle Obama, Alicia Keys, Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie G. Bunch III, and 
Congressman James E. Clyburn. 
 
The evening honored the late Congressman John Lewis and featured three premieres, including “Hope” by Ghrai DeVore-
Stokes, “Promise” by Chalvar Monteiro, and “Future” byt Kanji Segawa, as well as excerpts from In Memory, a film by Ailey 
resident choreographer Jamar Roberts and “For Four,” a filmed dance choreographed by artistic director Robert Battle. 
 
The evening, which was broadcast for guests worldwide, raised funds for the iconic dance company’s programming, 
including scholarships to its legendary school and summer-camp programming for inner-city youth. 
 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 


