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‘Revelations’

eantinued from D1

their voices, thoughts and
feelings are valid and most
im tly they are loved,"
« =ays Thomas of her role as
mentor to these students,
It% a role that she told Good
Housekeeping magazine in
2018 she cherishes even
more than she did her time
as an Alvin Ailey principal
dancer from 1986 to 1998

graphed by George Faison,
Alvin Ailey's "Cry™ and all of
the ballets choreograpled by
the late Ulysses Dove,

“Many of the youngsters [
mentor don't have support
from home, so having some-
ome that they look up towho
15 suocessfil and doing some-
thing positive with their life
gives them hope.™

The “Revelations” Resi-
dency is multifaceted and
uses that dance as a jump-
ing-off point, to teach stu-
dents about language arts,
social stadies, science and
the ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ in;luding
Crea OWTL ChoTeog:
raphy and learning choreog-
raphy from * Revelations™ as
part of the residency.

The program isan in-depth
immersion in art at a time
when many public schoal
smidents don't have regular
exXposure to the arts.

“It is often in these pro-
grams that students who
are sy academically
excel,” observes Thomas of
the value she has seen her
students glean from the “Rev-
elations"” Rezidency. “The
arts require discipline, focus,
cooperation and commmit-
ment. The ‘Revelations’ Res-
idency program is wonder-
ful because it gives students
a platform to express them-
sefves and explore thedr cre-
ativity. They not only learn
about the life of Ablin Ailey
#nd his many contributions,
[but] they [also] get to create
some dances of their own,
Wwrite poems, share ideas
and work closely with their
peers.”

Students connect with
Ailey, who kept a journal,
by writing in their own jour-
nals a5 part of the program.

“I let them read the bios
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Dancer Nasha Themas werks with students at Mlami's

Richmond Heights Middle School.
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EVENT PREVIEW
Alvin Alley Amerlcan
DanceTheater
“Rovalations™ \
Today. $29-589. Fox

. Theatre, 560 Peachtrea

 5t.NE, Atlanta. 404-
B81-2100, foxtheatre org

out loud in front of each

Reading and writing are often.
things they stru with
and don't like to do. Doing

it together in class encour-
ages them and helps them
fieel less seli-conscious,” says
Thomas. If art is about wans-
formation — of both the artist
and the audience - then the
students in the “Revelations”
Residency program learmn to
be agents of their own des-
tiny, to see how they can
affect change through their
words and actions.

“The ‘Revelations” cur-
riculum is designed to have
the students work in 2 struc-
mured learning environment,
and the lessons are compre-
hensive. From the moment
they come in we get them
thinking and sharing their
thoughts and ideas,” notes
Thomas.

The culmination of the
“Revelations™ Residency will
be a performance today by
the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater of "Reve-
lations™ for Atlanta public
school students at the Fox
Theatre,

Part of a 40-vear relation-
ship between the Alvin Ailey
company and the city of
Atlanta, “Revelations” has

become an annual tradi-
tion during Black History
Month at the Fox Theatre,
In fact, Thomas® work with
the "Revelatdons” Residency
is just one part of her com-
pany's Destination Dance
Ailey Atlanta initiative.
Destination Dance, says
Thomas, *was created in
2017, to deepen connections
with Atlanta-based cultural,
civic and educational orga-
nizations through diverse
year-round programming.
It was important to us to
develop stronger partner-
ships and continue to work
and develop the young pea-
ple in the city and dance
COMmIMunicy.

The “Revelations™ perfor-
mance at the Fox will allow
Thomas' Atlanta students
to experience a full-circle
experience, having been
able to learn and partici-
pate in elements of “Reve-
lations” through the resi-
dency and then to engage as
observers of dance, “There
is definitely a sense of pride
because of the residency
experience and then see-
ing '‘Revelations' in a the-
ater with lights and costumes
performed by the beaurti-
ful dancers,” says Thomas.
“alsa, for many of the stu-
dents, it will be the first time
going to the Fox Theatre,”

“I think exposure to ' Reve-
lations’ teaches students that
they can achieve anything
with hard work, vision, and
perseverance,” says Thomas.
“Learning choreography
from the ballet and then see-
ing professionals doing what
they learned gives them a
sense of accomplishment.”



