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Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater will be completing a coast-to-coast tour at NJPAC for performances on 
Mother’s Day weekend. 
 
It is especially significant that the Company will be performing 3 works (on Friday evening and Sunday 
matinee) that celebrates the marriage of modern dance and jazz. 
 
A company premiere and a new production that pay homage to two jazz legends on their birth centennials; 
Artistic Director Robert Battle’s Ella to the scatting of Ella Fitzgerald and Billy Wilson’s The Winter in Lisbon 
tribute to Dizzy Gillespie. 
 
There's also r-Evolution, Dream. - A world premiere by Ailey dancer Hope Boykin, with original music by Jazz 
at Lincoln Center’s Ali Jackson. 
 
Boykin says a trip to the Center For Civil and Human Rights in Atlanta inspired the piece. 
 
Boykin, who grew up in Durham, North Carolina, says that visit touched her in so many ways. 
 
She joined the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in 2000. 
 
Robert Battle, Hope Boykin and Ali Jackson joined WBGO News Director Doug Doyle in the studio. 
 
Ali Jackson is considered to be one of the most versatile and innovative musicians of our times.  Collaborating 
with Hope Boykin was nothing new for him, but this time it was extremely special.  Jackson says he enjoys 
working with the Ailey company.  His friendship with Boykin goes back many years. 
 
People all over the world have shown their love and appreciation for the Ailey American Dance Theater.  
Artistic Director Robert Battle says he' excited about the Mother's Day weekend shows at NJPAC and their 
strong connection to jazz.  His piece, Ella, is a fun and humorous dance to the sounds of a scatting Ella 
Fitzgerald. 
 
Sunday will be a special day for Hope Boykin.  She was born on Mother's Day, and her mother will be in the 
audience at Prudential Hall for Sunday's performances which will include r-Evolution Dream, Ella, Winter in 
Lisbon (music by Duke Ellington) and Revelations. 
 
Friday's works will be the same as Sunday's.  Saturday's dances are Exodus, After The Rain Pas de Deux, 
Untitled America and Revelations. 
 

 
Listen to interview here: 
http://wbgo.org/post/alvin-ailey-american-dance-theater-and-jazz-perfect-together#stream/0 
 


