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premiering in the Alvin
Ailey American Dance The-
ater’s winter season, the

tain, but to educate and to
look at those hard issues of
the day through the prism
of modern dance," says
Alvin Ailey’s artistic direc-
tor Robert Battle.

So when Abraham ap-
proached him with the idea
of deconstructing the ef-
fect the prison system has
on African-American fami-
lies, Battle saw the work as
a perfect fit with the com-
pany's mission. The fin-
ished work is a story “that
gets to the heart of the mat-
ter, not just the political

" Battle says.

How does this translate
on stage? It's through the
raw movements of the
dancers. It seeps off the
stage with audio record-
ings of interviews with for-
mer inmates, as well ag the

whose lives intertwine
with them. Blended with
the stirring music of Laura
Mvula and Raime this accu-
mulates into a powerful
multisensory

experience,

“That's the wonderful
thing about dance," Battle
says., “Words can some-
times be so i that
people can't get beyond the
words to hear the message.
Dance can be wonderfully
ambiguous .. through the
abstraction of movement
you're being taken into the
subject matter in a way
that allows the viewer to
be taken by it and not be
afraid of it.”

“"Untitled America” will
be performed on Dec, 7, 11,
15, 18, 24 and 30.
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