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Vernard
J. GILMORE

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s
Vernard J. Gilmore s proof that it’s never too late
1o follow your passion. Gilmore didn’t start dancing untii
the age of 17—and now he's one of Ailey’s best-known com-
pany members. He trained at the Curie Metropolitan High
School for Performing and Creative Arts in Chicago and at
the Joseph Holmes Chicago Dance Theatre, and attended
Barat College on scholarship. Gilmore went on to study at
The Ailey School and was a member of Ailey II before join-
ing the main company in 1997. Gilmore is also an accom-
plished choreographer—he’s created pieces for events includ-
ing the Fire Island Dance Festival and the Jazz Foundation of
America Gala. Catch him this month in AAADT’S home
season at New York City Center, —Courtney Bowers

At age 18, in Andre
Tyson'’s Meridians




