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NCO Program
to Bring New
Sheriffs in Town

BY SEAN EGAN

In his second Community Council
meeting 8s the commanding ofbser
of the 10th Precinet, Captain Paul
Lanot spent the evening of Wed,,
Qct. 26 examining new preblems,
addressing old 1sswes, and koking
forward 10 the future.

Geeting right down Lo business,

" 10TH PRECINCT contiruwd on p, & |

Bucks Trend:
Dem Donations Dominate
in Chelséa, Clinton

BY DENNIS LYNCH

It shocldr't be a surprise that
the vast majority of people in
Chelsen and Hell's Kischen are lib-
eral and support Democratic pres-
idential nominer Hillary Clinten.
Those peapls are showing their
support with dorations, much
mors than in previous elections,
according 1o the folks at RentHap

== A DANCE INSTRUCTOR

FLECK SHINES' RIS . .
A | is a Person in Your Neighborhood

e —

Foass &y Kyke Fronae

A Masala Bhangra Workout creator Sarina Jain (cernter) with her students,

—

BY DUSICA SUE MALESEVIC Heused as the foan Wall Center For Dance (405 W, 35th

For many New Yoirkers, # is a dream 1o be able to walk to St at Ninth Ave.), the extensicn offers over 20 different dance
work. Some dance instructors for the Ailey Extersion in Hell's  and fitnass technisues, inchading hip-bep classes that Dunn has
Kitchen get to Lve the realily. taughs since it opened.

Robin Dunn ks lived in Hell's Kichen since 1992, and Durn, a Woodside native, started danzing when she was 10,
Pecfonsance artist Joln Fleck s literaelly Belted cut lynies wlen esked about the Atley Extension  after sezing a friend dance a solo at a recital. Her mom sigmed
his stanp on the gothic horme geers, uperung on W, 35th St in 2005.

In “Biackop Hghwary.™ Soo page 17. “Can you feel a brand new da?™ she sang. AILEY EXTENSION continucc on p. 3
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Dance Teachers Tap Routine Just Steps From Residences

AILEY EXTENSION continued from p. 1

her and her sisters vp for tap, jozz. ard
ballst classes at the Chadotte Pollak
Dance Studio in Queens.

She was a teaching assistant at Pollak’s
school and started working professional-
Iv at a dancer whea she was 17, Dunn
explained to Chelsea Now in a phone
meerview. Dunn also wak clasces at the
Ailey School, where she stichad ballet,
Horten, 2nd Dunham.

In 1989, Dunn was introduced to
hip-hap dance pieneers Mr. Wigples and
Buddha Stretch and studied with both,
she explained, Dunn said she was bless-
¢d with tradilion first and then hip-hop,
and she “made the transiation, created
a pedagogical approach. I speak both
languages.”

In 2003, Dunn started teaching hip.
hop at the Atley Scheol, which offers
professions] training foc aspinng dane.
ers. She tizght at the Ailey School until
2012, she sid. At the Asley Extension,
she teaches 3 Beginner Thp-Hop class
and an Absolute Beginner Hip-Hop
class.

There is nothing typical or ordinary
about Dunn’s class, which begins with
students lying on the Boor and medi-
12ing

She laughad wlen she explasned that
il people are late, they always ask, "ls
this hip-hap? 15 chis hip hop?"

After the breathing exercises, there
i warmep and the students Jearn the
chorsogrophy, Dunn says she makes
sure to “sprinkle” what she called the
three gifts — she has her stodents say,
“Ain't nobody dyer than me!™ “You are
the best there 5,7 and "Don’t hold the
scod hostags”

“When | can make then smide, lnegh
and dance — 1 feel good,” she said.

Dunn said she crediss Pellak for

teaching her how to be an instructor
and the importance of a student’s expa-
Tiznse, She teaches fundamentals so that
a student can be prepared to taks more
advanced clasces, X

“T'm a farmer — I know how to plant
the seads 1o help pocple grow,” she said.

In addition to Pollak, her mom, Edith
E. Dunn, who passed away [ast year, was
& huge influsnce.

“My tesching has gone o a whole
other level because | feed the two of us
teach together,” Dunn sid. “She's the
engine that keeps me gaing still.”

Dunn says she is always encourag-
ing neighbors and local merchants to
take her class, She said the extension
connects neighbors, and that there s a
“sense of community within the building
its=lf”

“The Ailey Extension was crested
2005 to fulfill Mr. Ailey’s lifekag com.
mitment o brang dance to the people,”
said Lisa fohnsom Willingham, director
of the Ailey Extension since 2011 She
wits referning to Alvin Ailey, the lep-
endary choreographer who founded the
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in
1938,

The extension’s slogan is “real classes
for real people,” and to that end there
are aver 80 classes affered o the genera)
puldic, she said. A person only needs an
interest — ot @ background in dance
— ta fake @ class, Johnson Willingham
explained in & phare intervazw.

“It's @ very welcoming envirammens,”
she said

Everything from Beginner Ballst o
Zumba Fitness to world dance tech-
niques (such as Afro-Cuban Folklork
and Samba Regzac Workout) is offered
— 10 name just a few choices.

Currently, comstriction 35 underway
an & 10,000-sguare-foot exparsion of
the Joen Weill Center For Dance that

#hovo by Kp'e Froeen

Robin Dunn (center) has taught al the Ailey Extension since it launched in 2005.

Coanery Atan Aley Laealar

A rendering of the $25 million expansion of the Joan Weill Center For Dance, at

405 W. 55th St at Ninth Ave.

will add three Nears to the west side of
the bauslding, according to = press release.
The expanson will add four dance stu.
dics, two Dexible classrooms and admin-
istrative ofboes, and renovate existing
Jounges, locker Tooms, restrooms, and
the company'’s costume shop.

L'A L‘L L’A

City and Country School

How a child learns to learn will
impact his or her life forever.

City and Country School

Kesping the progress in progressive educafion. Two-Year-Olde

Open House: Thursday, November 17, 6:00 - 8:00pm
146 West 13th Street, New York, NY 10011 Tel: 212.242.7802

The 325 millicn expansion is slated
to open in fall 2007, scconding 10 a
spokespersen.

In May 2015, Community Beard 4
genied a variance for the expansion, which

AILEY EXTENSION cuntinued on p, 10
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AILEY EXTENSION continued from p. 3

the Board of Standards and Appeals
evencually approved. When asked about
this, Joknsen Willingham said thas “any
changes we're going to commaunicate [to
the communaty] throughout the expan.
saon arxd construction.”

Ske added, *This community has
beer so suppective and grest coming
inte the building and taking classes.”

foknson-Willingham called it a “win-
win situation” for the extension o have
instructors whe [ive in the neighborhood.

Peter Brandenhoff has been teaching
ballet classes at the extension for begin-
ners, advanced beginners and intermeds
ate students for two years, ard has lived
in Hell’s Kitchen for about four.

Onginally from Denmark,
Brandenboff studied a: the Royal
Darish Balles Scheol. After gradustxen,
he moved to the United States in 1991,
he told Chelsza Now in a phone inter-
view. For 15 years, he was with the San
Francisco Ballet, and got his first taste
of teaching when the company dic out-
reach in Scuth Africa, he said.

At the extenson, he teaches the hasics
let with an emphasis on dsrang,

he saxd.

Phzio by Ene Fromzn

Peter Brandenhotf works with a student during one of his hallet classes.

has a
very slow progression,” Brandenhoff
explaved.

Especially for adult classes, he tries to
incorporate an clement of athleticism.
Balliet, he said, can be difficult to do once
your body has gotten settled.

For Brandenhoff, the most rewarding
part of teaching 15 “when [ see somebody

“Ballet is hard becauss it

figure samething out - how to master a
step - that's the best thing there 1. To

se2 the smile on their faces and the light

THE COLLEGE OF
PERFORMING ARTS
PRESENTS:

HOSTED BY
ROY BARTLETT

THE COLLEGE OF PERFORMING ARTS
THEATER CRCHESTRA
CONDUCTED BY DAVID HAYES

TISHMAN AUDITORTUM AT
THE UNIVERSITY CENTER
63 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK NY 10003

in their eyes — priceless.”

When he moved 0 New York Cisy
five years ago, he tried cther neighbos
hoods and boroughs before settling in
Hell's Kitchen. He said he ties 1o get
his peighbors to come to his class, espe-
cially when at one of his favorite haunts,
Kahve, & coffee shop &t 774 Ninth Ave,
(btw. W. 51st & V. 52nd Sts.).

*l do my best to recruit people when
['ve been there,™ he said.

Preconceived notions abour balle: —
tights are required, you have to have
a special body type, or be able to do
the splits — make 1t harder to pitch
Lo people than, say & Zumba or a spin
class, he said.

No tights are required for his classs
at the extensiocn, Brandenhoff roted.

“One of the things that sets the Ailey
Exiension apart in my expenisnce is
students) like having a pocd tims; they
like taking risks,” he saxl

He saxl thas is indicative of psople
who live in Hell’s Kitchen with many
resudents who are still young a heart.

A cardsovascular workout from dance
is key for Sarina [ain, an instructor &t the
Ailey Extension since 2009 and the cre-
ator of a workout called Masala Bhangra
— “the original Indian dance pregram,”
lain said in & phone intervasw.

Her perents came to the United States
in the 1970« from Indis, and Jain was
ko and raised in California. She cre-
ated the Massla Bhangra Wockout in
who diad when
he was 47, she sad. *1 found my call-
ing when everything happened with my
dad,” she explained

Jain called the workout “old-school
acrcbics meets [ndiz,” and says she takes
the class cn a journey — channeling
scenes from Bollyweod movies. Class
starts with a warm-up, and then Jain
teaches a series of movement.

honor of her father,

Exovo oy for Exziae
Alley Extension Director Lisa Johnson-
Willingham.

“We put it all together at the end and
iam it out,” she said.

Jain says most anyore can pick up the
choreography and then perform it, and
that she doesa't want anyone to walk oet
feeling frustrated by the moves.

She loves teaching at the extensicn,
where she has had two classes per week
since she started.

“The friendship[s] | have buils there
over the years [are] mind-Elowing,” she
said. “Somezhing about the energy at the
Ailzy Extension stands out.”

Forging close tiss with her students
hias heen helped by Jain bving in Chelsea
sinoe 2005, after moving to the city
at the tail end of 2000. Jain loves the
unigueness of the shops and restaurants
that still popalate the neighborhood.

Her shedents push her to think
about music selection, creating new

e

steps and rousines, and how she can
chatllenpe them.
“It's such a satisfying feeling to know

§ make 2 difference in their world,” Jain

For move information about classes
and times, visit aileyextension.cont.

Fooss &y Chnsvpker Daggav
Students from The Ailey School per-
form 2016's “roofbreaking™ ceremony
for the Ailey Extension.




