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‘Daring’
new steps

The Alvin Ailey
American Dance
Theater returns to the
Fox Theatre Feb. 16-19
with Robert Battle, its
new artistic director,
at the helm. E10

Ailey troupe returns

ByCynthiaBond Peery
Forthe AJC ‘

The currain rises on the
imuage of a singular rose.
Baroque music plays ag
lines vf athlefic dancers
leap and travel down the
stage diagonally in broad,
sculpted shapes; their ex-
pansive arms and twist:
ing torsos sweep through
space with elegance and
VIgor.

“What 2 bold statement
abott beauty,” sand Rob-
ert Battle, arastic director
of the Alyin Alley Amer
ican Dance Theater. The
dance, "Arden Court,” is
the tirst work by Ameri-
can master choreographer
PPaul Tavlor to enter the
Afley company repertory
and will be fearured in the
company’s anmual perfor-
mance run, Feh. 16-19, at
the Fox Theatre.

«As Battle makes his de-
but this season at the helim
of the internationally laud-
ed company known for
its accessibllity and ex-
plosive atblercism, “Ar-
den Comt” is part ef a
programming plan that’s
stretehing dancers in new
ways and gently pushing
boundaries for the compa-
ny's broad sudience hase.

“Arden Court™ is dar-
g, Batte explained,
but not in an aggres-
sive sense. "Dating could
be saying that aithough
there’s aggression all
wround me, I'm choos-
ing ro celebrare the beau-
tyof this roxe.” and how
that heaury resonares in
the dance. “1t expresses
hope, it expresses ecstasy
and joy.”

The piece is a ntee bal-
ance to Rentiie Harmis®
“Home," a new work
geared toward reaching

today's youth through the

fanguage of hip-hop. Set
708 score of house and

The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution

gospel mwsic, it's an up-
lifting pigce about tiving
with HIV, inspired by sto-
ries, poems and images
chosen through Bristol-
Myers Squibb’s “Fighr {1V
Your Way™ contest. Twa
of the contest winners are
from the Atlanta area.
Through the purity of
Harsis' message and the
intelligence ot his chore-
ography, Battle said that
the Ailey dancers have
found mare personal ex-
pression, even as Hiey've l
paid tritie to Ailey, who
died from the disease 22 !
Vears ago. i
In sehearsals, Harris !
wld dancers about the

Many people who learaed
they had HIV were turned
away from their familics

i and churches and soughr
| community and release by |
. gaing to clubs and dane-
. ing all night. Battle re- ;
: called, “People didn't say, |
“Are vou going to the club |
tonight?* They'd say, Ave
vou going v church to-
lligl“?"."

“You see a lot of mao-
ments in irwhere the right
hand is lifred ay if voo're
in church and the other
hand is on the heart,” Bar-
| tle said. “There’s some-
thing fHarris] was try-
ing 1o say about transcen-
dence, about pushing
throught. A lot of the lyrics
in the song keep saying,
“Push it through, push
it throngh ... this place
called home,™

Programming aise in-
 cludes Battle's aguressive,
athletic “The Hunt;” his
percussive, humonts so-
o, "Takademe?” inspired

by Tncdian Kathak's tight-
ly woven rhythms; and Ai-
ley's spirituatly uplifting
“Revelations.”

| CynthiaBond Persy lsdance |
| enlicat ArtsATL cam.

Credible. Compelling. Complete.
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Linda Celeste Sims and Antonio Douthit performin “Arden Court,” the first work by
Arnarican master choreographer Paul Taylor to enter the Ailay repertory anmhuwiccks

Fob. 16
730 p.m.:"Arden Court,”

i “Home “Takademe
. “Revelations”

! Feb17

8p.m.*Home ™ Takadems”
“The Hunt™Revelations”

Feb.18
2p.m."Home ™ Takadsme,
*The HuntRevelations™
Sp.m. Arclen Court”
“Home ~Takademea.”
“Revelations™

Feb19
Inm.*Arden Court”
“Home,“Takadems
“Revelations™

Student day
parformances
10:30a.m., Febl1647:
“Revefations“Takademe"
and excerpts flom“Night
Creature" phus a behinc
the-scenes ok atthe
Alley company hosted by

i oneofthe dancars. $10.

| Morainfo
! $25-$65. Student

discount: #30pam.

Feb. 16 show, $10 with
validiD at Fox Theatre
boxoffice. Saturday
matinee: buyone hatfoff .
second ticket. The Fox
Theatre, 660 Peachtree

St NE. {404) 881-2100,
wwwalvinalley.org,
www.foxtheatie.ong,



