
 

 

 

Sunday, July 12, 2009 

 

 

Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey AileyCamp Free Final Performance 
 

Tyrone Aiken, Executive Director of the Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey (KCFAA), presents the Final 

Performance of the 2009 AileyCamp students. 

 

Kansas City, MO - infoZine - “These kids have put in an extraordinary amount of work and dedication into 

their classes and in preparation for this Final Performance,” said Mr. Aiken. “AileyCamp is where the spirit 

of Alvin Ailey really comes alive – with the students. The vision of Alvin Ailey, founder of the Alvin Ailey 

American Dance Theater, has been furthered by the work we do here and the artistic leadership of Judith 

Jameson.” Personally appointed by Alvin Ailey, Artistic Director Judith Jameson is celebrating her 20th 

anniversary this year.  

 

The innovative six-week AileyCamp is open to middle-school students, and consists of dance classes in 

jazz, tap, modern and ballet. The classes are taught by professional faculty from around the country, 

using the original curriculum created in 1989 with the support of Denise Jefferson, Director of The Ailey 

School in New York City. Many of the Group Leaders were once AileyCampers themselves. 

 

“The instructors are relevant role models who nurture and assist in the development of the whole child,” 

said Mr. Aiken. “Students are encouraged to not only develop their artistic interests, but also to address 

their academic, social and domestic challenges.”  

 

Additional workshops in creative writing, percussion, and personal development complement the dance 

classes. Throughout the summer, students explore their creativity, learn to master their bodies, foster 

critical-thinking skills and strengthen their respect for themselves and others. Community service 

activities and field trips and family events round out the experience for the Ailey Campers. 

 

The Final Performance will showcase the youngsters’ accomplishments in ballet, modern, jazz, tap, 

percussion and creative writing.  

 

The public is cordially invited to attend this free performance. It will be held on Wednesday, July 15th, at 

7:00pm at the Lyric Theatre, 1029 Central Street, in Kansas City, Missouri. Admission is free, and families 

are encouraged to attend. 

 



 

EdLI 

Joie Tyrrell handles Long Island's K-12, while Karla Schuster has the latest hubbub on the college front. 

Alvin Ailey Dancers 

 

Posted by Joie Tyrrell on May 19, 2009 10:54 AM | 

 

Amityville’s Park Avenue Memorial Elementary School was filled with the sights and sounds of rhythm and beats when 

professional dancers from the Alvin Ailey American Dance Center, located in Brooklyn, New York, came to engage and 

expose students to the art of dance. Committed to bringing dance into classrooms and communities throughout the world, 

Ailey Arts-In-Education & Community Outreach Programs include special performances, lecture-demonstrations, 

technique classes and curriculum-based lessons, with the goal of making dance accessible to young people through 

diverse dance training and innovative programs.  

 

Park Avenue students began their training with the Alvin Ailey dancers by working in small groups and choosing a poem 

of interest to build teamwork skills. One student was designated to read the poem aloud, while the other group members 

visually expressed its meaning creating movement to the words of the poem. 

 

During the lessons, students were exposed to a variety of techniques and genres of dance including ballet, jazz, modern, 

hip-hop and West African dance. Instructional pieces were combined and put to music, creating a complete student-dance 

performance. Students also had the unique opportunity to visit the Alvin Ailey School and view a performance from the 

professionals who taught and guided them. Students understood the cultural and historical significance of the dance 

theatre’s production and were amazed at the discipline and athleticism the dancers exhibited.  

http://weblogs.newsday.com/news/local/education/blog/


 

 





 





 



 
 



 
 
 
 
Students pick up rhythm of life at AileyCamp 
Rachel Howard, Special to The Chronicle 
Sunday, March 1, 2009 

 

In the assembly auditorium of Berkeley's Longfellow Middle School, 35 teachers stand in the iconic 

opening formation of "Revelations," reaching yearningly to the sounds of "I Been 'Buked."  

When fans of "Revelations" say the choreography is "dancer-proof," they probably don't have untrained 

public-school educators in mind. But when the music cuts, the teachers' faces are aglow -and so is David 

McCauley, the leader of this workshop. The tall, jovial former Ailey dancer knows these teachers will take 

this choreography - and their enthusiasm - and pass it on to their students, who will then have a personal 

connection to the dance when they see the real Ailey dancers at one of Cal Performances' SchoolTime 

matinees. 

About 4,000 Bay Area children will see Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater through SchoolTime 

performances this year, paying only $4 a ticket. Ten of the teachers at this Cal Performances in the 

Classroom workshop have also signed up to have McCauley make a personal visit to their students before 

the show. 

" 'Revelations' is so beautiful," says teacher Mitchell McAfee of Park Day School in Oakland, stretching a 

bit before McCauley goes on to teach them the beginning of the baptism dance from the "Take Me to the 

Water" section. "I'm so happy my students will learn part of the dance. It brings it all together."  

Then there are the children McCauley reaches in a far deeper way as the director of Cal Performances' 

AileyCamp. Every summer since 2001, AileyCamp has provided free dance and personal-development 

classes to 75 at-risk East Bay middle school students. Their six-week immersion in the Ailey spirit often 

changes their lives. 

McCauley understands. Alvin Ailey changed his life, too. He first saw the company as a college modern 

dance student in Michigan, then spent 15 years with Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in New York, 

first as a performer and later as a faculty member at the Ailey School. 

"When I first saw the company, I was floored with emotion," he remembers. "It was an integrated 

company, cutting across race and economics." 

"You're part of the Ailey family for life, that's absolutely true," he continues. "When I think hard about my 

relationship with Alvin, I start to cry. I miss him terribly. He wanted a dance center in San Francisco. 

We're getting a bit of a foothold. I want to see all the things he envisioned happen."  

Rachel Howard is a freelance writer. E-mail her at pinkletters@sfchronicle.com. 
http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/03/01/PK2Q160G39.DTL 
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Alvin Ailey Dance Theater instructors Alenka 

Cizmesija, far left, and Wayne Williams, far 

right, teach a dance routine to fifth-graders at 

Brumby Elementary on Friday.  
Photo by Thinh D. Nguyen 

 

Alvin Ailey dance troupe visits Brumby Elementary  
Published: 02/07/2009  

 
By Marcus E. Howard 
mhoward@mdjonline.com  

MARIETTA - Members of the internationally 
renowned Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 

were at Brumby Elementary School on Powers 
Ferry Road in Marietta this week as part of the 
theater's Arts In Education and Community 

program.  

The famed New York City-based dance troupe is in 

Atlanta for its North American tour. While on tour, 
dancers reach out to about four schools each year 
to teach students about dance, language arts and 

social studies through late founder Alvin Ailey's 
signature work, "Revelations."  

Brumby was the only school in Georgia chosen to participate in the educational program.  

In addition to learning dance moves, about 120 students in three fifth-grade classes had written 

assignments this week that involved writing poetry and learning about Ailey. About 10 teachers, 
who also learned dances, helped the instructors.  

"They like the creative process," said Alenka Cizmesija, 38, one of three dancers who instructed 
the students this week. "They liked learning new materials. They did a lot of written work, so it's 
very well-rounded."  

Cizmesija said the students learned original choreography from "Revelations" - "lots of reaching, 
bending and falling."  

Brumby student Tyler Mayberry, 11, said the experience with the Ailey dancers inspired him to 
think about becoming a professional dancer. He said he has danced since he was 3 years old.  

"I thought it was fun, and they did a really good job teaching us," he said.  

Cizmesija said her advice to young dancers is to seek good teachers and not give up easily. She 

said it takes about 12 years to train a good dancer.  

The educational program runs through the spring and will go on to other schools in Chicago, 
Brooklyn and Boston.  

The AAADT will perform at the Fox Theatre in Atlanta from Feb. 19 through Feb. 22. As part of 
the program, the fifth-graders at Brumby have been invited to attend the Feb. 20 performance. 

Sponsor J.P. Morgan is paying ticket and transportation expenses.  



"They're going to see some of the pieces they learned about in this particular program," 
Cizmesija said. "Because they do study and know some movement, and the story behind the 

ballet, they're much more interested when they see it on stage."  

Brumby Principal Dr. Amanda Richie said the dance company contacted the school and asked if 

they wanted to participate in the program.  

"The children have enjoyed it and they worked really hard to learn the dances," Richie said.  

This 2008-09 season marks the 50th anniversary of the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, 
which was formed as the Alvin Ailey & Company in 1958. Since then, it has traveled to 70 
countries on six continents, according the AAADT.  

In 1960, Ailey choreographed "Revelations," which became his most renowned dance piece.  

Ailey lived from 1931 to 1989. He grew up in Texas and California. He became interested in 

dance as a youth in Los Angeles, after watching performances by legendary dancers like Gene 
Kelly, Fred Astaire and the Nicholas Brothers.  

According to the AAADT, Ailey took classes at the Lester Horton School and was chosen to take 
it over after Horton died. He then went on to dance and act in New York.  

The popularity of the AAADT - the first multicultural U.S. dance company - stems from the way 
Ailey was able to link African-American cultural experience with the American modern dance 
tradition.  

"It's the company seen more around the world than any other company, including ballet 
companies," said Cizmesija, who is originally from Croatia and has been with the AAADT since 

1994.  

For more information about the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater and upcoming 

performances, visit AlvinAiley.org.  
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NYC students end a summer of dance with a special performance   

 

Student dancers rehearse for their final show  

 

Curtain up: New York City student dancers are taking the stage. 

This summer, 90 New York City students learned to twirl, tap, and leap at a summer camp organized by the Children’s Aid Society 

and the Alvin Ailey Dance American Dance Theater. The campers, aged 10 to 14, participated in six-weeks of 

rigorous arts instruction and put on a final performance this week called “50 Years of Alvin Ailey.”    

Amparo Santiago, the program’s director, interviewed more than 200 students from schools that partner with the Children’s Aid 

Society before choosing 90 to attend the summer camp.  

“The [kids] didn’t need to know how to dance,” she said. “They just needed passion and drive and interest.”    

In just six weeks, the dancers made a great deal of progress.  

“I’m going to try to come back again next year because now that I’m dancing, I feel like I’ve toned up,” first-time dancer Kaiyana 

Cervera, a rising sixth grader at the Mott Hall School in Manhattan, said. “This will help me with my self-esteem. I feel better, 

healthier.”    

Throughout the six weeks, students received lessons in a variety of dance techniques, including modern, tap, jazz, and ballet, 

working with expert teachers from Alvin Ailey and dancers who perform on Broadway and at the Dance Theater of Harlem.    

Alana Jenkins, a past camper, enjoyed the dance program so much that she returned as an instructor. A recent graduate of the 

Young Women’s Leadership School in East Harlem, Alana served as the special assistant to the camp director this summer.     

"This program helped me release the stress I felt from working so hard in school," she said. She plans to study dance and education 

at college in the fall.    

 



 



 

 
August 1, 1999 

Camp Uses Dance to Reach Children  
By ALBERTA EISEMAN  

IT was the start of a new day at Ailey Camp, and the Bernhard Center at the University of Bridgeport was full 

of the sounds of drums and piano. Breakfast had just been cleared away, and 52 campers were at work in the 

spacious building, walking across a mirrored studio two by two -- ''very regal, very proud,'' the teacher stressed 

-- or bouncing on bent knees in West African dance class, held on the center's stage.  

Ailey Camps are six-week summer programs for children 11 to 14 that are run by the Alvin Ailey American 

Dance Theater, the New York dance group. The camps started more than 10 years ago in Kansas City, Kan., 

then New York and, for the first time this summer, in Chicago and Bridgeport. The program, which combines 

dance training with personal development, was the dream of the late Alvin Ailey, dancer, choreographer and 

founder of the group.  

Remembering his own beginnings as an urban child, Mr. Ailey, whose company is known for its diverse 

repertory of classical and nontraditional works, wanted youngsters from city neighborhoods to have the 

opportunity to experience and grow through dance. The children were to be selected according to financial need 

and other factors that might put them at risk of dropping out of school.  

From the beginning, Ailey Camps were designed as cooperative efforts, with local groups acting as sponsors 

and working with the dancers.  

In Bridgeport, the Music and Arts Center for the Handicapped became the main sponsoring organization; 

officially, the camp is known as MACH/Ailey Camp.  

''It's a proven program that has been successful in three other cities,'' said Alan J. Fox, president and chief 

executive of the arts center. ''It combines the rigor and discipline of dance with personal development classes 

that give children the context for better understanding themselves and each other.''  

The Charles D. Smith Jr. Foundation agreed to pay for the personal development component of the curriculum; 

the university provided its performing arts building at a reduced rent; the city paid for meals and transportation 

and some money came in from local businesses, foundations and individuals.  

''It will cost about $100,000 to run the camp,'' said Harold Levine, chairman emeritus of the Alvin Ailey 

American Dance Theater, who was instrumental in bringing the camp to Bridgeport. ''We still have a few 

thousand dollars to go.''  

The students all receive free tuition, transportation to and from their neighborhoods, breakfast and lunch each 

day, camp uniforms and dance clothes.  

''We try to reach those children who would not have the opportunity for this type of experience,'' said Tina 

Bush, director of the Bridgeport program. ''We want to give them a chance to see another way of life, another 

way of expressing themselves.''  

Ms. Bush, a Bridgeport native who has danced, acted and taught with companies around the country and 

abroad, is rehearsal director of the student performance group and was in charge of recruiting the students. She 

also hired the six teachers -- a culturally diverse group of specialists in jazz, ballet, modern and West African 

dance, creative writing and personal development -- and the four group leaders, college-age men and women 

from nearby towns who assist the teachers.  

Last spring, Ms. Bush visited four Bridgeport middle schools to explain the program, giving dance 

demonstrations along with a male dancer. Later, she interviewed the applicants to find out about their 

backgrounds and family life, any medical conditions that might be aggravated by the camp's active schedule and 

any school problems for which they might wish help.  

Ailey Camp is not designed to train professional dancers, nor are the campers selected for their aptitude. A few 

of the girls who applied had done some dancing, but none of the boys.  

''We took just about everyone who applied, eight boys and 44 girls,'' Ms. Bush said. ''We found some good role 

models. At this age, they are looking to each other and it's important to have that balance.''  



Camp meets from 9 A.M. to 3:30 P.M., five days a week, with Fridays reserved for field trips to museums, 

beaches and a visit to the Ailey Dance Center in New York. Two classes are scheduled for the morning and two 

after lunch, with dance sessions alternating with personal development and creative communications 

workshops, where the children will be taught to express their feelings verbally, in writing and in poetry.  

Communicating seemed to be no problem for a group that was recently gathered around Seitu-Jemel Hart, 23, 

an exuberant poet, writer and teacher.  

His class begins with a daily affirmation. The participants all call out their names and give thanks for a specific 

pleasure. ''I am grateful for my grandmother,'' ''for the right to come here,'' or ''for the Puerto Rican Day parade,'' 

the children said. The testimonies were then greeted by cheers.  

The campers all keep journals and create paper stars with words and sketches that describe one of their peers.  

''The stars represent who you are from someone else's point of view,'' said Mr. Hart. ''It's important to honor one 

another.''  

They also make ''Me Bags,'' which are paper bags filled with cards, photographs, baby pictures, anything that is 

important to them and will help others get to know who they are.  

Personal development class offers guidance with problems of adjustment, decision making, drug abuse 

prevention, proper nutrition and sexual responsibility.  

No one can skip a class now and then. Campers sign an agreement that they will attend all classes, respect the 

teachers and treat each other well.  

''I really enjoy the camp,'' said Shante Randall, 13, one of the girls with some experience in dance. ''The teachers 

are very nice; they give you confidence. I did not feel that at the school where I went.''  

As for Terrell Thomas, 13, whose interests run more to basketball and drums than to dance, he called the camp 

''a lot of fun'' and admitted that some of the stretches he has learned will help in sports.  

The Ailey Camp season, which began July 6 and ends Aug. 13, will be capped by a final performance on Aug. 

12 at 7 P.M. at the Bernhard Center on the University of Bridgeport campus, at the corner of University Avenue 

and Iranistan Avenue. The production will be open to the public free of charge. Campers will create their own 

dances and skits, read from works they have written and perform dances that were choreographed especially for 

them. 


